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COOLING
VIDEO KIT

Responding to Controversy in Christian Education

Professor Trevor Cooling is Faculty Director at the National Institute for
Christian Research, Canterbury Christ Church University UK. EdComm has
produced the Cooling Video Kit as a five-part series for individual or group use
primarily in Anglican schools. Each video is designed as a discussion starter
with introductory notes and questions to get all staff thinking through their
school’s approach to biblically-shaped education.

Introduction
One of the benefits of living in a democratic society is that people are privileged to
express a wide variety of views on any number of subjects, whether those views are
social, cultural, political or religious. As in the wider society, the staff of an Anglican
school will hold different, and sometimes quite passionate, views.
In this video, Professor Trevor Cooling offers some practical advice on how staff within
an Anglican school might model a gracious and mature approach to dealing with
controversy within the school community.

VIDEO TIPS
• To watch the video go to:
edcomm.org.au/Cooling_Video_Kits
• View "Video 3: ‘Responding to

COntroversy in Christian Education"

• You will need to be connected to the
internet and have a high-speed
broadband connection for
uninterrupted viewing.
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Discussion questions
1. The way many Australian Christians respond to the alternate views expressed by
others is to either be defensive or to go on the offensive hoping to persuade the other
person to concede they are wrong. What is Trevor Cooling’s response to this approach?

2. Why is the way in which staff in Anglican schools respond to controversy of
such importance?

3. Within your experience, can you recall an instance where the principles outlined
by Trevor Cooling were used to good effect?

4. How can our school model to our students a godly approach to the discussion of
contentious subjects such as moral absolutes, sexuality, and the exclusive claims
of Christ?
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Goodlet, K & Collier, J (eds.) 2014, Teaching Well: Insights for educators in Christian schools,
Chapter 12: The diversity of school culture, Barton Books, Barton.

