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COOLING
VIDEO KIT

What if Learning

Professor Trevor Cooling is Faculty Director at the National Institute for
Christian Research, Canterbury Christ Church University UK. EdComm has
produced the Cooling Video Kit as a five-part series for individual or group use
primarily in Anglican schools. Each video is designed as a discussion starter
with introductory notes and questions to get all staff thinking through their
school’s approach to biblically-shaped education.

Introduction
What if Learning is a distinctly Christian approach to learning that was designed by a
collaboration of teachers from Australia, the UK and USA. Based on the premise that a
Christian understanding of life makes a difference to what happens in the classroom,
What if Learning was developed for teachers aspiring to let their faith shape their
pedagogy. Its aim therefore is to provide both a theological basis for Christian teaching
and learning as well as some very practical strategies that can be used in the classroom.
You can learn more at www.whatiflearning.co.uk/big-picture/theology.
The What if Learning approach asks teachers to reflect on their pedagogy via three
distinct phases. The first phase is to ‘see anew’, encouraging teachers to consider how
their pedagogy could better reflect God’s way of seeing the world. The second step is to
‘choose engagement’ by devising learning strategies that shape the interactions and
ways of engaging in the classroom to support the Christian vision that seeing anew
points to. The final phase is to ‘reshape practice’ and develop habits of the classroom
which fit with the Christian aspirations they have for their students.
More about the approach and specific examples can be found at
www.whatiflearning.co.uk/the-approach
Like all sound approaches to pedagogy, What if Learning requires a willingness on
behalf of Christian staff to engage with a framework that takes reflection time and
creativity to think outside well-worn paths.
Some experience-based suggestions that may assist in embedding this framework are:
• Involving chaplains and/or Biblical Studies teachers in overseeing the
theological underpinnings of ‘seeing anew’.
• Working in small groups, where the implementation is not from above and
involvement is voluntary
• Dedicating time in the week or fortnight to implement the framework
• Taking one topic or unit at a time to work on
• Collaboration across disciplines in secondary schools and within stages in
primary schools
• Taking opportunities to reflect on the success or otherwise of implementation
of the framework.

VIDEO TIPS
• To watch the video go to:
edcomm.org.au/Cooling_Video_Kits
• View "Video 3: What If Learning:
Exploring a Bible-shaped appraoch to
teaching and learning"
• You will need to be connected to the
internet and have a high-speed
broadband connection for
uninterrupted viewing.
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Discussion questions
1. What is your aspiration for the students who are participating in your lessons?
What sort of people do you hope they will emerge as?

2. What do you think your students imagine they’re doing in their classroom?
How do the students perceive the task they’re engaged in?
Reflect on a lesson you have taught in your context.

3. Professor Cooling gives the example of the ‘Push pass’ sports lesson. How is it different
to ‘a sports lesson with a bit of Bible added’? How does this get you thinking about your
current practice as a Christian teacher?

GOING FURTHER
Suggested resources can be found on the What if Learning website
www.whatiflearning.co.uk/training
Goodlet, K & Collier, J (eds.) 2014, Teaching Well: Insights for educators in Christian schools,
Part D: Transforming the curriculum, Barton Books, Barton.

