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What is Biblically-shaped Education?

Professor Trevor Cooling is Faculty Director at the National Institute for
Christian Research, Canterbury Christ Church University UK. EdComm has
produced the Cooling Video Kit as a five-part series for individual or group use
primarily in Anglican schools. Each video is designed as a discussion starter
with introductory notes and questions to get all staff thinking through their
school’s approach to biblically-shaped education.

Introduction
For Christians in the Anglican tradition, the Bible is the final authority on what we believe
and how we are to live. Indeed, our ‘Diocesan Policy Statement on Education’ (2007)
makes it clear that a Christian approach to education is deeply informed by biblical
theology and worldview.
Professor Trevor Cooling reiterates this. Biblically-shaped education is where the
framework of learning experiences are drawn from the biblical story: God created the
world and in him we therefore find our source of life and identity; people have turned
their backs on him and, too often, each other; and this the heart of what is wrong with
our world; the Lord Jesus Christ came into the world to rescue people from this plight
and he did this by dying for them and rising again from the dead, and herein lies the
world’s redemption; Jesus promised to return, restore the world and raise his people from
the dead to live forever in his restored world and here lies our hope. This is what the Bible
calls the good news of the Kingdom.

VIDEO TIPS
• To watch the video go to:
edcomm.org.au/Cooling_Video_Kits
• View "Video 5: ‘What is biblicallyshaped education"
• You will need to be connected to the
internet and have a high-speed
broadband connection for
uninterrupted viewing.
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Discussion questions
1. How well do you know the biblical story? How can this knowledge inform your understanding and approach to education?

2. To what extent is the biblical story evident in the story your school tells its students and
their parents?

3. How does our current culture address these key areas: where our source of life and
identity come from; what is wrong with the world; how is the world redeemed and
wherein lies hope?

4. In regards to one example Professor Cooling gave, how might you assist your students
to turn their view of ‘a career’ into ‘a vocation’?

5. What might a biblically-shaped curriculum look like?

6. In what ways could your school community promote the biblical peace, justice and
‘other centredness’ that heals and restores—like a preview of the Kingdom?
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